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11 Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C – June 12, 2016
God is Love; God is Forgiving
King David and the prophet Nathan are prominent people of the Old
Testament.
David did so many mighty things, like slaying the giant, Goliath.
Today’s reading, however, speaks about his sinful side.
You probably recall the story of how he saw a beautiful woman
one day and lusted after her.
Her name was Bathsheba.
He inquired about her and found out, ah ha!, that her husband was
out of town, away at war.
David then had an adulterous affair with Bathsheba and she became
pregnant.
King David then put her husband into a perilous position in the war
to insure that he would get killed.
Adultery and murder – sins against two of the Ten Commandments!
Today’s First Reading tells of how the prophet Nathan
confronted David with his sins.
David admitted his guilt and Nathan told him that “the Lord has
removed your sin.”
[simulated phone call]

Excuse me. I got a phone call.
“Hello.
…
Oh, it is you cousin Allan.
After all those lies you told about me in front of our family at the
picnic you can go jump in the lake. You can ask for forgiveness when
you call me back in another 50 years!”
Today’s Gospel tells us about another sinful person.
We don’t know her name and we don’t know her sin … but it seems
like everyone else in town knew her and her sin.
She seems like quite the misfit.
She cries and washes Jesus’ feet with her tears and dries them
with her hair.
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Wow! What a big no-no in those days!
You just didn’t ever touch the feet of another adult!
And certainly not in public!
The conversation with Simon the Pharisee is almost as shocking.
Simon gets the point: the one who has sinned more and who has
been forgiven more will love more in return.
As we can read about the sinful woman in another translation [NAB-RE,
1986],
“…her many sins have been forgiven; hence she has shown great love.”
Forgiveness allows us, once again, to be loving!
[simulated phone call]

I’m sorry; another phone call.
“Hello.
…
No, I don’t care how much you beg for forgiveness.
You smashed up my car and you’ll never, ever get to borrow my car
again.
Goodbye!”
Our psalm today is also attributed to King David.
He recognizes the marvel of a forgiving God. David says:

I acknowledged my sin to you,
my guilt I covered not.
I said, "I confess my faults to the LORD,"
and you took away the guilt of my sin.

And wisely, our response is:

“Lord, forgive the wrong I have done.”
I see a picture being drawn here, a story being told about our God.
During the Easter season we got the message that:
“God is Love!” [1 John 4:8]
Today’s readings add yet another line.
“God is Love!”
“God is Forgiving!”
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Those two foundations, in turn, allow us to also be loving and
forgiving. [stand on the two cinder blocks labeled God is Love and God is Forgiving]
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Our faith foundations: God is Love and God is Forgiving.
We were made in the image and likeness of God and so we can
expect to have God-like traits of our own.
Everything starts with God;
God initiates;
God loves,
God forgives.
What’s our role?
responding to God’s love,
responding to God’s grace and God’s forgiveness;
recognizing our offenses against the Lord;
reforming our lives;
reconciling with an all-loving God.
We can also use terminology from today’s St. Paul’s Galatians reading.
To be “justified” means to be right with God.
Isn’t that what we really want?
And, if we are “right with God” we can live out our ultimate role. …
us being loving and forgiving – just like God.
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So, do you know someone who is away from God,
away from the Church because they think they can’t be forgiven?
Tell them about God’s forgiveness.
Follow guidance from Pope Francis in this year of Mercy… tell
them about God’s love
Build a bridge between the person who needs forgiveness
and God.
God’s love knows no bounds!
God’s forgiveness knows no bounds!
Let’s build bridges between our loving and forgiving God and
our friends,
our family and,
our neighbors.
Now, let me ask you:
How long do we hold onto grudges, our hateful feelings?
How will we handle our next phone plea for forgiveness?
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