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17 Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year C – July 24, 2016
Milestones of Mercy
Think about this for a moment.
Today’s first reading was about the patriarch, Abraham.
About what time or century was it when he lived?
Generally the scholars place him between 1900 and 2000 years
before Christ.
For simplicity, I’ll simply call it 2000 BC.
Was that close to your estimate?
Today’s reading from Genesis presents a rather unique story in the
Bible, a story of negotiating with God, haggling with God.
When we think of the Mideast culture it does not surprise us
much, since negotiating is normal daily activity over there.
Nothing has a fixed price.
It all comes down to how good you are at negotiating.
The surprising aspect of today’s Bible story is that Abraham had the
nerve, the gall, the chutzpah to address an infinite God like he would
address his human neighbor!
On the other hand, it is not really surprising to see how God interacted
with Abraham.
God listened to Abraham.
God respected Abraham’s concerns.
God continually showed mercy even as Abraham tried to drive a
hard bargain with God.
For over 4000 years we have understood that God, our God, the Lord,
Yahweh, the Elohim is a model of mercy to all creation.
Mercy, a hallmark of our God.
Another history question.
When were the psalms written?
Some of the oldest psalms are attributed to King David and that
would place them at about 1000 BC.
Was that close to your estimate?
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Of course, many of the psalms were written later … by King
Solomon and others, possibly as late as a few hundred years
before Christ.
Again, for simplicity I’ll use the date of 1000 BC.
Another question: do you recall how many psalms are in the Bible?
Yes, 150 psalms!
Today’s psalm, Psalm 138, is one of the later psalms.
“Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.”
Mercy -- sometimes translated “kindness” or sometimes “love” -- is
mentioned twice in this psalm.
Mercy is not, by any means, a stranger to the psalms.
63 psalms tell of the mercy of God … 42% of all the psalms!
Mercy sounds like a pretty solid characterization of our God!
Well, here’s another question for you.
When was Jesus born?
Of course, around the year 0 AD, in the Year of the Lord. Jesus is so
important to history that we even count years based on his life.
We won’t quibble about the exact date of his birth … we’ll leave
that up to the academic researchers.
Today’s Gospel from St. Luke has the shorter version of the Lord’s
Prayer, the prayer that Jesus teaches.
Matthew’s gospel has the longer version that we use in our formal
prayers.
People have written volumes on this marvelous prayer and I feel
daunted trying to bring you some of their greatest thinking.
Several years ago Deacon Al told of a personal experience that related
to the Our Father prayer.
As a teenager Al was helping his father, a master carpenter,
doing some carpentry in the office of a big-wig, a rather awesome
big-wig.
While Dcn Al and his Dad were in the office there was a knock on the
door and in ran a child who cried “Daddy”.
He ran to the big-wig and the big-wig gave him a big joyful hug.
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Al said he was in awe that this big-wig was just human, just like his
own Dad.
Even though Al and his Dad called the man by his formal title this
child could simply call him “Daddy.”
Deacon Al then said we are so blessed that we can address an awesome
God in such a familiar fashion.
And Jesus told us to do it.
He even used the familiar term “Abba”.
Jesus shocked some people because it seemed inappropriate to speak in
such a familiar or casual way to the almighty God.
When speaking with people joining our faith I offer them a suggestion
for their personal praying, namely, the “Five Minute Our Father.”
It simply means pausing several times during the prayer to have a
personal chat with the merciful Father.
For example: after praying “Thy kingdom come” we can pause and ask
the Father “What can I do today to help bring about your kingdom”.
After considering some inspirations from the Father we can
continue the prayer with “Give us this day our daily bread’ – and
follow that up with our personal request for God’s help,
inspiration and energy needed in our tasks we are taking on today
in building that kingdom.
Yes, we are all still in need of the mercy of God!
Recently I heard two speakers, Fr. Neuhaus, SJ, and Rev. Dr. Valerie
Bridgeman, speak about the Lord’s Prayer.
Fr. Neuhaus was born a Jew, became a Catholic and then a Jesuit
priest.
Dr.Bridgeman is a protestant minister who teaches homiletics,
preaching and the Bible at a Methodist college in central Ohio.
Interestingly, both speakers commented on the word “Our”.
Their point … the OUR Father is a prayer of the community, not just an
individual.
Rev. Bridgeman emphasized the point by noting a 1985 study that
concluded that, at any given moment, people around the world are
praying that very same prayer in 70 to 80 different languages.
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“Our” – so it is me, but also my family, my church community,
Christians everywhere, in fact, all 6 billion people here on earth.
All of us wanting to be closer to the Father and wanting to
receive his merciful attention.
Speaking of today, here we are in the 2000 AD era.
Late last year Pope Francis asked us to celebrate a Year of Mercy.
This has been mentioned several times over this last nine months
and I hope that you may have found some time and some way to
celebrate the Year of Mercy.
Mercy – from 2000 BC to 2000 AD, for at least 4000 years it has
made headlines among people of faith.
Mercy is quite a consistent hot topic!
In closing let me now offer you one final question, the following
challenge.
Where will you and I be 4000 years into the future, in the year
6000 AD?
I don’t know about you, but I am going to need the mercy of God
to get me there!
May God continue to bless us all with his infinite mercy!
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